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50th Anniversary and GBBC Graduation:

Much planning and preparation have gone into a very big event on our campus.
What is this event? Goroka Baptist Bible College has graduation coming up
March 11-13 but we also have the 50th Anniversary of GBBC to celebrate!
Those due to graduate have finished their course of studies here well and are
ready for the next chapter in their lives. What a time of celebration this will be!
Alumni will come from all over PNG. Many are due to fly in including Kent
Craig, Executive Director, at ABWE. Pat and Kellis Melson, part of our
missionary team who now reside in the States, and a team from Minnesota as
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well as many others to partake in the festivities with some of the guests staying
in our home. Around our campus, many hours of preparation have gone into
getting our campus ready for likely a thousand people to arrive. Pictured above

Max John, Palma Gundu and Gershom Dampeko cleaning out the ditch in front
of our campus.

Margaret Gassie at our flower garden. She did much work to get it looking
beautiful!

There were many more pictures we took with all getting ready for the big
festivities coming up and many smiles in those pictures! This reminds us of 1
Corinthians 10:31, “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God.” Whether we are at home doing the dishes, pulling
weeds, grading student’s homework, leading a Bible study, or counseling
someone wanting to know more about Christ, ultimately whatever we are
engaged in, we can have joy in the work we are doing as we give God the glory
forit all. Praise God for the work that He has for us here!
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Spiritual Formation Groups:
This year our college started Spiritual Formation groups. The faculty and staff

were divided up and assigned students. The goal of the groups is accountability
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for Bible reading, identifying praises and prayer requests and sharing those but
ultimately being accountable and staying in God’s Word.

e

What a blessing the groups have been as we gather together to share what we

have been reading in God’s Word and sharing praises and prayer requests.
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Lower Bena Baptist Church:

When God brought us to PNG, God brought us to just the right church, Praise
Baptist Church. We were there for 7 years; the church grew greatly and it was
time to move on to the next church plant. Since we have left, we have heard of
wonderful reports of others taking over in the roles we once started and being
church leaders. That's what we had always dreamed of happening. We just had
to get out of the way for God to work and those to be obedient to God working
in their lives. We have been attending church at Lower Bena Baptist Church.
The church needed help with getting ministries off the ground with Men’s and
Ladies Sunday School, Youth Group, Children’s Church, and Awana. It's been a
joy to start it all over again. Phil is preaching and teaching in the Men’s Sunday
School. Jan is teaching the Ladies Sunday School and the Children for
Children’s Church. We are still involved with Praise Baptist Church with various
projects and still go to visit from time to time to love on our brothers and sisters-
in- Christ and those who don’t know Christ yet but it's also been a blessing to
start it all over again. Please pray for Pastor Rex and Dorothy at Praise Baptist
and Pastor Robert and Julie at Lower Bena Baptist Church and for us as the
work of the Lord continues and also as we pray to start Awana soon at Lower
Bena.

Prayer requests and blessings:
Yesterday, we received wonderful news that Phil’s labs for cancer check were
excellent! What an enormous answer to prayer! Thank you so much for

praying!
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Pidgin Literacy classes are to start up soon. Lord willing, we are planning on
teaching the classes at 2 locations and we have space for up to 26 students
total. If you would like to give to this important ministry where our main goal is
for our students to be able to read their very own Pidgin Bible, please go to

https://give.abwe.org/workers/phillip-and-janice-smith. Those enrolled so far
have all shared their incredible hunger for being able to read God’s Word on
their own. Thank you for praying!

Your missionaries to PNG,
Phil and Jan Smith

Acts 20:24

ABWE #0135781

Address in PNG:
ABWE

Phil and Jan Smith
P.O. Box 456
Goroka, EHP, 441
Papua New Guinea

Address at home:
Phil and Jan Smith
2515 Countryside Dr.
Lebanon, In. 46052

Sending church:
Parkside Bible Church
7950 N. Co. Road 650 E.
Brownsburg, IN 46112
317-852-3101

Mission Agency:

Association of Baptists for World Evangelism
522 Lewisberry Road

New Cumberland, PA 17070

717-774-7000
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