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Training, Refreshment and Unexpected Opportunities
Acts 8:25-26

Those times in your life when you look back and consider, “Was what
happened a burden or an unexpected opportunity”? But more on that a little
later as you read.

Awana training

At this time of the year, we are in between semesters at GBBC. With semester
one completed, it was time for our yearly Awana training. We held training for
those Awana churches who already had prior training, and were ready to
receive the next Awana materials and books. We invited churches to come and
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were excited to have 14 churches represented. Pastor Robert shared a
devotional on the importance of ministering to children. Jeff Yaupa, a dear
friend of ours who loves Awana and teaching children about Christ, shared from
his heart encouraging other churches to continue to reach children in their
churches for Christ. We both taught during the training and were greatly
encouraged by the faithfulness of these churches. This time next year, we plan
to hold another one-week long training for new churches and another refresher
course for those churches continuing in the Awana ministry.

Jeff Yaupa encourages the leaders.
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Pastor Robert shares a devotional on the importance of sharing Christ with
children.

Jan guides an activity on creatively memorizing Scripture.
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Carol told of blessings and challenges from her group.
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ABWE Regional Conference - a time of Refreshment

The ABWE Oceania Region, which includes Australia and Papua New Guinea,
held a Regional Conference in Cairns, Australia earlier this month. This was a
mandatory meeting for us to attend but a real time of refreshment for us as

well. Pastor Andrew Courtis from Emmanuel Baptist Church from Sydney,
Australia was our main speaker. We got to know Pastor Andrew and his wife
Dianne during our time in Sydney last year.
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Paul Davis, President of ABWE, and his wife Martha joined us for the
conference as well as other ABWE leadership. It was a true joy hearing the
messages from Pastor Andrew and getting updates from ABWE leadership.

An Unexpected Opportunity

Those times when we consider what God was doing. We had finished the
Regional Conference and had just stepped into an elevator, when pushing the
button resulted in the elevator door closing, the elevator moving down a few
feet, then stopping. There wasn’t anyone else with us. We thought it was going
to be a momentary issue but turned into a bit longer than that. No combination
of buttons being pushed resulted in the elevator starting to move again. We
were thankful the intercom worked and we could call for help. A few minutes
turned into 30 minutes, then an hour then 1 %z hours. During that time, we read
encouraging Bible verses and sang a few songs in Pidgin that we sing at
church. The elevator mechanic, Gavin, arrived and we were sprung! He
apologized that it took him so long to reach us due to the traffic. No apology
needed. We thanked him and we asked him if we could pray for him. He was
happy to have us pray for him. Throughout life we can look at those times and
think of our attitude. “Was this a burden or an opportunity.” We chose to see it
as an opportunity. Sure, we had planned to be doing something else for that 1
Y2 hours, but God had other plans as we got to meet and pray for Gavin. Thank
you, Lord, for this opportunity as it was just that, an opportunity to meet Gavin
and show him the love of Christ.
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Many times, we can look at circumstances and think of it in a negative
perspective. In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were beaten, flogged and thrown into
jail after confronting a girl with an evil spirit. Not that we are comparing
ourselves to Paul and Silas, but we read in Acts 8: 25-26 “About midnight
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other
prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent
earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the
prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.” They had
been treated so cruelly and yet they didn’t complain; they chose to pray and
sing hymns to the Lord and the outcome resulted in the jailor and his whole
household getting saved! We thought of their example and chose to see our
experience as an opportunity instead of complaining. Never underestimate how
the Lord can work in an undesirable situation and turn it into something
honorable and pleasing to Him. We thank the Lord for those divine
appointments and for the opportunity to be used by Him. Please pray for Gavin.

Praises and Prayer requests:

¢ We have been blessed by two of our supporting churches who during
their VBS, the offering from the children will be a gift to our ministry to
PNG. Thank you!

e Semester two starts July 1

¢ You can pray for our Permanent Residence to be completed.

Thank you for praying for us and the many, many dear souls of Papua New
Guinea!

Your missionaries to PNG,
Phil and Jan Smith

Acts 20:24

ABWE #0135781

Address in PNG:
ABWE

Phil and Jan Smith
P.O. Box 456
Goroka, EHP, 441
Papua New Guinea

Address at home:
Phil and Jan Smith
2515 Countryside Dr.
Lebanon, In. 46052
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Sending church:
Parkside Bible Church
7950 N. Co. Road 650 E.
Brownsburg, IN 46112
317-852-3101

Mission Agency:

Association of Baptists for World Evangelism
522 Lewisberry Road

New Cumberland, PA 17070

717-774-7000
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