
Wrapping things up!! 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God. - Matthew 4:4

Our celebration as the students completed their Pidgin Literacy class

Pidgin Literacy
Pidgin Literacy class 2024 graduation is a wrap. Not only did 8 students
faithfully come to class and graduate, but we also tried something new this
year. We trained seven individuals from three other churches that can go back
and start their own Pidgin Literacy program. We gave them the materials they
need to start teaching others. What a joy to know that more literacy classes can
be held so that more Papua New Guineans can learn to read and write Pidgin,
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but most importantly, be able to read their own Pidgin Bible!
 
We also started reading in the book of Romans about halfway through the
program this time. The students did wonderfully as each day we read 2-4 Bible
verses. Most never dreamed of being able to read their own Pidgin Bible. But
they did it and we read the Bible each day. There we many unfamiliar words,
but they learned quickly! This was really exciting for all!

In Matthew 4:4, the Bible says, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God." Just as our body becomes weak and
susceptible to sickness and disease without proper nutritional intake, our spirit
too becomes weak and we become susceptible to sin and Satan's lies,
distractions, and temptations without proper spiritual food. It is important to
read, study, memorize, and meditate on God's Word for many reasons. We are
so thankful that the Lord has provided us the opportunity to teach others how to
read God's Word for themselves. 

Elise receiving her certificate.   
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The chapel was packed for graduation.

Three teachers and two helpers.
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Phil bringing the message.
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This is Lilien, a Pidgin Literacy graduate, and her family. She is in the green in
the middle. I drove them all home following graduation. She asked me to look
at her family. She said,” All of them are like I was, unable to read or write or
read a Pidgin Bible. Please pray to send someone here to train them.”
Please pray as the workers are few!
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Phil’s Computer Class
Our classes are finished up for now. They still have more work to do, and the
students will finish that up in the next couple weeks. For Phil’s class this
semester, they had been learning PowerPoint.

They held a class competition on who could produce the best PowerPoint
presentation. Phil and Jan were the judges and Delailah Suine won 1st place
and received a gently used iPad. The 2nd and 3rd place each received some
candy and a USB thumb drive.
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Jan’s Biology Class
Many students had never had a Biology class before and only a few had
worked with a microscope. The class recently learned about how to use our
microscope (donated by friends). All were excited to see the world that they
discovered looking through the lens of our microscope! We also worked on
experiments learning about semi-permeable membranes and Greenhouse
gases. Through these experiments, the class learned how to write a lab report.
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Paula, Rebecca, Josephine and Anna are working on their lab reports.

Work on the Clinic and Generator Building
Bill Tobias from the Project office and Jonathan Robilliard from Australia have
been working along with Brian Hovey and the crew of men here. Great
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progress has been made. Thank you to all who have been praying and
financially supporting this work.

Prayer requests and praises
Our Permeant Residency is a continual prayer request as it is all finished up
but still lacking one signature to be approved. We continue to patiently wait for
that approval.

Registered and Accredited!
We, GBBC as an educational institution, must be registered and accredited by
PNG or we will be closed by the Department of Higher Education and
Research. We are thrilled to announce that after years of work to get to this
point, that Goroka Baptist Bible College is registered and now accredited!
Being registered and accredited also helps with tuition. It would be like students
being able to apply for a Pell Grant to help with their tuition. They will need to
apply for the assistance. Much work has gone into this milestone for GBBC. To
God be the Glory!

Our furlough begins
We are wrapping up here. We fly out of Goroka (hopefully) in 1 day. Thank you
for your continued prayers and support. If you would like to setup a meeting
with us while we are on furlough, please let us know.

Your missionaries to PNG,
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Phil and Jan Smith
Acts 20:24
ABWE #0135781
 
Address in PNG:
ABWE
Phil and Jan Smith
P.O. Box 456
Goroka, EHP, 441
Papua New Guinea

Address at home:
Phil and Jan Smith
2515 Countryside Dr.
Lebanon, In. 46052
                                                               
Sending church:
Parkside Bible Church
7950 N. Co. Road 650 E.
Brownsburg, IN 46112
317-852-3101

Mission Agency:
Association of Baptists for World Evangelism
522 Lewisberry Road
New Cumberland, PA 17070
717-774-7000

Facebook Email
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